
GOVERNMENT O F  THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t i on  No. 12781 of  t h e  George Washington U n i v e r s i t y ,  pu r suan t  
t o  Sub-sec t ion  8207.2 o f  t h e  Zoning Regu l a t i ons ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  
excep t i on  under Paragraph 3101.46 t o  con t i nue  t h e  u se  of  pa rk ing  
l o t s  a s  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  u s e s  i n  t h e  R-5-C D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  
premises  2003-2011 and 2027-2033 H S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  (Square 101,  
Lots  844 and 850 ) .  

HEARING DATE: November 1 5 ,  1978 
DECISION DATE: December 6 ,  1978 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  comprised of two s e p a r a t e  l o t s  
l o c a t e d  i n  an R-5-C zone D i s t r i c t  w i t h i n  t h e  George Washington 
U n i v e r s i t y  campus boundar ies  a t  2003-2011 and 2027-2033 H S t r e e t ,  
N.W. 

2. The p r o p e r t y  a t  2003-2011 H S t r e e t  (Lot  844) p r e s e n t l y  
s e r v e s  a s  pa rk ing  f o r  seventy-two v e h i c l e s  o f  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  
of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  There a r e  an a d d i t i o n a l  f i f t y  a d j a c e n t  space s  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  C-3-B zone,  which a r e  o p e r a t e d  a s  a  m a t t e r  of r i g h t .  

3. On t h e  p r o p e r t y  a t  2027-2033 H S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  t h e r e  
a r e  f o u r t e e n  space s  used f o r  l a r g e  maintenance and s e r v i c e  
v e h i c l e s  owned by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  

4 .  The s u b j e c t  pa rk ing  f a c i l i t i e s  was l a s t  approved by t h i s  
Board pu r suan t  t o  BZA Order 11957, d a t e d  October 8 ,  1975,  and 
covered by C e r t i f i c a t e  of  Occupancy B-95243. 

5. The a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e s e  pa rk ing  
f a c i l i t i e s .  

6. The U n i v e r s i t y ' s  Campus Master  P l an  r e q u i r e s  t h e  develop- 
ment of 2,800 t o  3,000 pa rk ing  space s .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  2,762 
space s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

7. The campus p l a n  a s  approved i n  1971 recogn ized  t h e  
f u t u r e  impact  o f  a  Metro subway system t h a t  was n o t  i n  o p e r a t i o n  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  The Board r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  maximum number of  pa rk ing  
space s  t o  a  l e v e l  c o n s i d e r a b l y  below t h a t  normal ly  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  
Zoning Regu l a t i ons .  
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8. The facilities and operations of the University on its 
main campus have been increased and intensified, in accordance 
with the approved plan, without any overall increase in the number 
of parking spaces. 

9. Between 24,000 and 25,000 people are served by the 
University's parking spaces on a daily basis. The University is 
further not a typical 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., five day a week 
operation, with many work shifts and class hours beginning before 
or ending after public transportation is widely available. 

10. The University projects that due to construction approved 
for 1979, it will lose approximately 350 existing parking spaces. 
Approximately 300 spaces which are now leased to a commercial 
parking operation will be taken over by the University for univer- 
sity use. This still involves a net loss of approximately fifty 
spaces, reducing the overall number of spaces to very close to 
the 2,700 level. 

11. The University has followed policies designed to dis- 
courage automobile commuting and to encourage use of mass transit, 
by not subsidizing parking for employees, students or visitors, 
by participating in the COG commuter club program and by main- 
taining an active car pool locator service. 

12. The Campus Plan designates this site for academic 
building associated with the Law School in Phase 2. Development 
of that building will not occur for at least five to ten years. 

13. The Department of Transportation by report dated October 
31, 1978, recommended that the lot be granted for no longer than 
a four year period to allow for re-evaluation of mass transit 
facilities which could serve the facilities currently served by 
this parking lot. 

14. The Municipal Planning Office by oral testimony at the 
time of public hearing reported that the applicant complied with 
the Board's previous order and offered no objections to the 
application. 

15. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A by report dated 
November 14, 1978 and by testimony at the hearing, opposed the 
a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e r e  i s  adequa te  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r -  
tation in the area including a Metrorail station within both a 
one and three block radius and that the present level of parking 
at the University currently exceeds the 2,700-3,000, as approved 
by the Campus Master Plan. The ANC also cited and objected to 
illegal parking which occurs on and around the campus. 
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16.  The Board i s  r e q u i r e d  by s t a t u t e  t o  g i v e  " g r e a t  weight"  
t o  t h e  i s s u e s  and concerns  of t h e  Advisory Neighborhood Commission. 
A s  t o  t h o s e  concerns ,  t h e  Board has  a l r e a d y  found t h a t  t h e  approved 
campus p l a n  took i n t o  account  t h e  f u t u r e  Metro sys tem,  and has  
r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  number of  pa rk ing  spaces  t o  a  l e v e l  w e l l  below t h a t  
normal ly  r e q u i r e d .  The Board f u r t h e r  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  number of 
pa rk ing  spaces  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  p l a n  was d e l i b e r a t e l y  framed a s  a  
r ange ,  and t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  may p rov ide  between, 2,700 and 3,000 
spaces .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  i n  compliance w i t h  
t h e  approved p l a n .  A s  t o  i l l e g a l  pa rk ing  s p a c e s ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
t e s t i f i e d  and t h e  Board f i n d s  t h a t  such pa rk ing  i s  n o t  condoned by 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  ha s  t aken  and i s  t a k i n g  a l l  
r e a sonab l e  measures t o  e l i m i n a t e  such pa rk ing .  

17. There was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  t h i s  a p p l i -  
c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION 

Upon c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  above f i n d i n g s  o f  f a c t  and t h e  
evidence of  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board concludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  ha s  
complied w i th  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  se t  f o r t h  i n  BZA Order 11967 a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  A r t i c l e  74 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  The 
Board i s  of  t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  pa rk ing  l o t  i s  n o t  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
because of  n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of  s t u d e n t s  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
c o n d i t i o n s .  The pa rk ing  i s  a  u n i v e r s i t y - r e l a t e d  use  i n  compris ing 
a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  pa rk ing  r e q u i r e d  pu r suan t  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
campus p l a n  approved by t h e  Board. The Board f u r t h e r  concludes  
t h a t  t h e  park ing  f a c i l i t y  i s  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  and purpose  
of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  and w i l l  n o t  t end  t o  adve r se ly  a f f e c t  
t h e  u se  of  ne ighbor ing  p rope r ty .  The Board conc ludes  t h a t  it has  
accorded t o  t h e  Advisory Neighborhood Commission t h e  " g r e a t  weight"  
t o  which it i s  e n t i t l e d ,  and f o r  t h e  r ea sons  s t a t e d ,  d i f f e r s  from 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  advocated by t h e  ANC. Accordingly ,  it i s  hereby 
ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  hereby GRANTED s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
fo l l owing  CONDITIONS: 

a .  Approval s h a l l  be  f o r  a  p e r i o d  of  THREE YEARS from t h e  
d a t e  of e x p i r a t i o n  of  t h e  p r ev ious  C e r t i f i c a t e  of 
Occupancy which may be  renewed a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of  t h e  
Board upon t h e  f i l i n g  of a  p rope r  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

b. Maintenance and s e r v i c e  v e h i c l e s  up t o  1% t o n s  i n  
weigh t ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s  and pick-up t r u c k s  of  
s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f ,  provided t hey  a r e  no 
l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  normal s i z e  of  pa rk ing  spaces  ( 9 '  x 1 9 ' )  
s h a l l  be pe rmi t t ed  t o  park  on t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y .  
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c. A l l  a r e a s  devo ted  t o  d r iveways ,  a c c e s s  l a n e s ,  and 
p a r k i n g  a r e a s  s h a l l  be  m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  a  pav ing  of  
mater ia l  forming an  a l l - w e a t h e r  impervious  s u r f a c e .  

d .  An e i g h t  i n c h  cop ing  s h a l l  be  e r e c t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  
a l o n g  e a c h  s i d e  of  a l l  dr iveways  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  
s p a c e .  

e. Bumper s t o p s  s h a l l  b e  e r e c t e d  and main ta ined  f o r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of  a l l  a d j o i n i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  

f .  N o  v e h i c l e  or  any p a r t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  be  p e r m i t t e d  t o  
p r o j e c t  o v e r  any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  on or  o v e r  
t h e  p u b l i c  space .  

g.  A l l  p a r t s  of  t h e  l o t  s h a l l  b e  k e p t  f r e e  of r e f u s e  o r  
d e b r i s  and s h a l l  be  paved o r  l andscaped .  Landscaping 
s h a l l  be  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  a  h e a l t h y  growing c o n d i t i o n  and 
i n  a  n e a t  and o r d e r l y  appearance .  

h.  N o  o t h e r  u s e  s h a l l  b e  conducted  from o r  upon t h e  p r e -  
m i s e s  and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  an  a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  
s h a l l  be  e r e c t e d  o r  used upon t h e  p remises  u n l e s s  such  
u s e  or  s t r u c t u r e  i s  o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  zoning 
d i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d .  

i. Any l i g h t i n g  used  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  or  i t s  
a c c e s s o r y  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be  so a r r a n g e d  t h a t  a l l  d i r e c t  
r a y s  o f  such  l i g h t i n g  a r e  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  
t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t .  

VOTE: 5-0 ( C h o l o e t h i e l  Woodard Smith ,  Wal te r  B.  Lewis,  C h a r l e s  R.  
Norris ,  Wil l iam F. McIntosh and Leonard L. McCants 
t o  g r a n t ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: - 
STEVEN E.=R 
Execu t ive  Director 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
IS  FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


